
Dear Citizen,
     You haven’t been a citizen for some time now, so don’t get all excited yet.  We are going to
cover a duty you have, that, like other duties, have been removed from your consciousness.  
     First, understand the concept that a free man can only be governed by laws they agree to. 
This goes to the very root of liberty.  Liberty consists of basically two things:  freedom from
restraint, and freedom from arbitrary rule.  The only way to be free from arbitrary rule is to have
the rule of law that is superior to everything else—I mean even government.  
    We all agreed to such a law in the beginning of our republic.  This law made it possible for us
to grow by leaps and bounds.  You will find it in the VII Amendment:
“…and no verdict handed down by a jury can be reexamined in any Court of the United States
except as to common law.” 
    There is the law we all agreed to, “common law.”  Here is common law:
1.) Do everything you have agreed to do.  (the basis for contract (equity)laws.
2.) Do not encroach on another person or their property.  (some criminal law)

ENCROACH, v.i. [Eng. crook.] Primarily, to catch as with a hook. Hence,
1. To enter on the rights and possession of another; to intrude; to take possession of what
belongs to another, by gradual advances into his limits or jurisdiction, and usurping a
part of his rights or prerogatives; with on. The farmer who runs a fence on his
neighbor’s land, and incloses a piece with his own, encroaches on his neighbor’s
property. Men often encroach, in this manner, on the highway. The sea is said to
encroach on the land, when it wears it away gradually; and the land encroaches on the
sea, when it is extended into it by alluvion. It is important to prevent one branch of
government from encroaching on the jurisdiction of another.
Webster’s 1828 Dictionary.

    It is important that you understand common law in order for you to perform this next
important duty.  When you are called for jury duty, you are being chosen to perform the most
important duty a citizen has in his/her arsenal.  A jury is our last line of defense against
arbitrary government.

ARBITRARY, a. [L. arbitrarious.]
1. Depending on will or discretion; not governed by any fixed rules; as, an arbitrary
decision; an arbitrary punishment.
Arbitrary power is most easily established on the ruins of liberty abused to
licentiousness.
2. Despotic; absolute in power; having no external control; as, an arbitrary prince or
government.

Here is the original definition of “jury” in Webster’s 1828 Dictionary:

JU''RY, n. [L. juro, to swear.] A number of freeholders, selected in the manner prescribed by
law, empaneled and sworn to inquire into and try any matter of fact, and to declare the truth on
the evidence given them in the case. Grand juries consist usually of twenty four freeholders at



least, and are summoned to try matters alleged in indictments. Petty juries, consisting usually of
twelve men, attend courts to try matters of fact in civil causes, and to decide both the law and
the fact in criminal prosecutions. The decision of a petty jury is called a verdict.

A freeholder is one that owns property.  Here is the Supreme Court decision on the power of a
jury based on this definition:
“Georgia V. Brailsford 3 U.S. 1 (DAL) 1794
“A jury has power to judge the law in bringing a general verdict.”

    We have to use common law as our guide-on lest we get reversed in our decisions by another
court as called for in the seventh Amendment.
    The decision above has never been reversed.  You have the duty as a responsible citizen to
judge the law-is it unconstitutional, is it an arbitrary victimless offense?  However, this has
come under attack.

    The first salvo by the Lawyers and their bedfellows, the Politicians, both prosper from the
laws, was this in 1891:
Blacks law Dictionary, 1891
Jury—“A body of men, usually 12, selected according to law, impaneled and sworn to inquire
into and try any matter of fact, and to render their true verdict according to the evidence legally
adduced.”

Salvo #2 by the U.S. Supreme Court:
Sparf and. Hansen  V. U.S. 156 U.S.56,64 (1895
“Juries do not need to be informed of their power to judge the law in bringing a general
verdict.”

Salvo #3
“Webster’s 1913 Dictionary”
The same definition as Blacks Law Dictionary-no judging the law.

    What did we do that made this smoke and mirror flim flam possible?   Once again, as former
slaves we still don’t know how to maintain our freedom once won.  We turned over our
education to the most dangerous entity to man mankind on planet Earth, a government.  Ask
yourself if our government schools ever explained even what a right happens to be.  The answer
is no.  We will continue our dwindling spiral until we begin teaching our children (we’ll take
the sixth grade), and ourselves, our rights and how to protect them.
“A man that has been taught to know and prize the rights that God has given him cannot be
enslaved.  It is in the realm of ignorance that tyranny begins.”  Ben Franklin
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